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I come from a long line of teachers.
My mother was a schoolteacher. My
wife’s a schoolteacher. My three daugh-
ters are trained teachers. Two of them
teach young kids at the elementary
level, God bless them, and one of them
is a professor at Baylor University. The
most influential person that taught me
in public school was my seventh grade
Texas history teacher, Ms. Wilson.

But teaching isn’t just a tradition in
my family. Teaching has been a tradi-
tion in this country since its very in-
ception. At our Nation’s founding, of
course, most of the teaching happened
at home under the instruction of par-
ents. Today, parents have many op-
tions when it comes to the education of
their children. Some are taught in pri-
vate schools, others in public schools.
Some are charter schools, and others
continue to be educated at home.

Regardless of where the education
takes place, teachers play a primary
role in equipping our youth to be good
citizens, to take pride in the demo-
cratic heritage of our Nation, and to be
competitive in the marketplace of
ideas.

An American author and historian
Henry Adams once said, ‘‘A teacher af-
fects eternity. The teacher can never
tell where that influence stops.”

Mr. Adams was right. Let’s be sure to
let the teachers who have touched our
lives and the lives of our children know
how thankful we, as a Nation, are.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back our time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I guess
the role of teachers in our lives is quite
profound. I think we can each think of
that teacher or those teachers who
made that impact on us to perhaps
allow us to achieve our individual best
or create a career path.

That being said, I was recently with
some students from the State of Mary-
land who gathered here at the Capitol
to celebrate their thank you notes in
joint fashion. It’s a great recognition
nationwide to pay tribute to a very
sound profession, one that impacts our
present and our future.

For those reasons, I suggest strongly
that we support the resolution before
the House, House Resolution 374.

Mr. TONKO. I yield back my time,
Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 374.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL CHILD
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 438) expressing sup-
port for designation of September as
‘““National Child Awareness Month’’.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 438

Whereas millions of American children and
youth represent the hopes and future of our
Nation;

Whereas numerous individuals, children’s
organizations, and youth-serving organiza-
tions that work with children and youth col-
laborate to provide invaluable services to en-
rich and better the lives of the young;

Whereas heightening awareness of and in-
creasing support for organizations that pro-
vide access to healthcare, social services,
education, the arts, sports, and other serv-
ices will assist in the development of char-
acter and the future success of our Nation’s
youth;

Whereas September is a time when par-
ents, families, teachers, school administra-
tors, and communities in general increase
their focus on children and youth nationwide
as the school year begins;

Whereas September is a time for the people
of the United States as a whole to highlight
and be mindful of the needs of children and
youth;

Whereas the House of Representatives
unanimously passed H. Res. 1296 in 2008 to
support the designation of September as
‘‘National Child Awareness Month’’;

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations through-
out the Nation in support of a month-long
focus on children and youth; and

Whereas designating September 2009 as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month would recog-
nize that a long-term commitment to chil-
dren and youth is in the public interest, and
will encourage widespread support for the
charities and organizations that seek to pro-
vide a better future for the children and
youth of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of a National
Child Awareness Month to promote aware-
ness of children’s charities and youth-serv-
ing organizations across the United States
and recognizes their efforts on behalf of chil-
dren and youth as a critical contribution to
the future of our Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 438 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TONKO. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 438, which
designates September as National
Child Awareness Month.

Today, thousands of individuals, such
as guardians, effective teachers, and
youth-serving organizations, enhance
the lives of young people and prepare
them for success. They recognize that
without the appropriate supports, the
children of our country cannot grow
into healthy, educated, self-sufficient
adults.

National Child Awareness Month is
an opportunity for this country to
honor her children’s charities and
youth-serving organizations across the
United States that uplift our youth.
Organizations such as the YMCA, one
of the Nation’s most prominent youth-
serving organizations, is an example. It
serves almost 9.5 million children each
year. They have implemented over
500,000 programs nationwide to
strengthen the mind, the body, and the
soul of our youth.

Of course, the YMCA is not alone
when it comes to serving our youth.
The Boys and Girls Clubs, Big Brother
Big Sister, the Children’s Defense
Fund, the National Education Associa-
tion, and many other organizations
have a long history of providing sup-
port for our children and youth.

While we want to designate Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month, we must also remember that it
is a long-term commitment that will
ensure the advancement of our chil-
dren. This long-term commitment in-
cludes the President’s education,
health care, and environment agenda
that I look forward to working with
my colleagues in the House and Senate
in making a reality. Our children de-
serve no less.

I want to thank Representative
SANCHEZ for bringing this resolution
forward.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for House Resolution
438, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 438, express-
ing support for designation of Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month.

Last year, the House unanimously
passed House Resolution 1296 to sup-
port the designation of September as
National Child Awareness Month. In
2008, that resolution was sponsored by
my colleague, Representative KEN CAL-
VERT, the lead Republican sponsor of
the resolution we are here to support
today.

In preparation for each new school
year, parents, families, teachers,
school administrators, and commu-
nities focus even more fully on children
and youth during the month of Sep-
tember. Designating September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month helps to
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promote our attentiveness to children’s
charities and youth-serving organiza-
tions across the United States.

Private corporations and businesses
have joined with hundreds of national
and local charitable organizations
throughout the Nation in support of a
month-long focus on children and
youth.

Children and youth-serving organiza-
tions provide access to health care, so-
cial services, education, the arts,
sports, and other services that assist in
the development of character and the
future success of our Nation’s youth.

Children’s charities and youth-serv-
ing organizations provide invaluable
services to enrich the lives of the Na-
tion’s children on a daily basis.
Through this resolution, Congress is
able to recognize the efforts of these
organizations on behalf of children and
youth as a positive investment for the
future of our Nation.

Designating September as National
Child Awareness Month acknowledges
the inherent public interest that a
long-term commitment to children and
youth promotes. I stand in support of
this resolution. I ask for my col-
leagues’ support in designating Sep-
tember as National Child Awareness
Month.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, the im-
portance of recognizing the impact we
can have on our children through pro-
grams, through resources, through leg-
islation, through budgeted areas that
can support their development are all
reason to support this legislation
which brings it to laser sharp focus
during the month of September where
we dedicate a month to growing aware-
ness of the needs of our children.

For those reasons, I strongly support
this resolution and encourage our col-
leagues to do likewise.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, as the sponsor of H. Res.
438 | rise in support of this bipartisan resolu-
tion expressing support for recognizing the
month of September as National Child Aware-
ness Month.

My colleague from California, Congressman
KEN CALVERT and | were pleased to introduce
H. Res. 438 because it will raise awareness of
children’s charities and youth-serving organi-
zations across the United States. This resolu-
tion recognizes that these organizations’ ef-
forts on behalf of children and youth are crit-
ical contributions to the future of our nation.

As we know, September is traditionally
back-to-school month, a time when families
focus on preparing children for the coming
school year. In addition to academic prepara-
tion, it is also a time when the American public
should be focused on the physical, social and
economic well-being of our nation’s children.

It is my hope that H. Res. 438 will encour-
age more individuals to volunteer for or con-
tribute to causes that help our children.

An enhanced awareness of children’s char-
ittes and youth-serving organizations, made
possible by this resolution, will assist these or-
ganizations’ efforts to encourage volunteers to
become involved in the lives of the most dis-
advantaged children in our communities
across the country.
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| am confident that National Child Aware-
ness Month will serve as a banner that will
unite charitable organizations of diverse mis-
sions, size, geography and scope to focus on
a common goal—improving the lives of our
nation’s youth.

Many non-profit youth-serving organizations
and charities across the country have ex-
pressed their strong support for the recogni-
tion of September as National Child Aware-
ness Month.

I am hopeful that president Obama will
share my enthusiasm and issue a Presidential
Proclamation to designate September as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month. With his sup-
port, both public and private programs across
the nation will be acknowledged for their con-
tributions to ensuring our children’s well-being.

In the meantime, | would like to thank my
colleagues for their unanimous support for the
adoption of H. Res. 438—National Child
Awareness Month as it will serve to bring the
nation’s focus back to the one resource that
guarantees our future success—our children.

I yield back my time, Madam Speak-
er.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 438.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2009

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the House amendments to the Sen-
ate bill (S. 386) to improve enforcement
of mortgage fraud, securities fraud, fi-
nancial institution fraud, and other
frauds related to federal assistance and
relief programs, for the recovery of
funds lost to these frauds, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate amendment to
the House amendments is as follows:

Senate amendment to House amendments:

On page 31, line 13, after ‘‘the Commission”
insert: “, including an affirmative vote of at
least one member appointed under subpara-
graph (C) or (D) of subsection (b)(1)”’

Resolved further, That the Senate agree to
the amendment of the House of Representa-
tives to the title of the aforesaid bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the bill, S. 386, the
Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act
of 2009, is a bill crafted to combat the
financial fraud that contributed to
causing, and worsening, our Nation’s
mortgage crisis, as well as other finan-
cial schemes such as securities fraud,
ID theft, and organized retail theft.
Not only does the bill clarify certain
Criminal Code sections, but more im-
portantly, it provides resources to law
enforcement agencies to enforce
present antifraud statutes.

This is essentially the same bill the
House passed 2 weeks ago, with a minor
amendment that the Senate added be-
fore it approved the House-amended
bill last week, by unanimous consent.

It also keeps the independent bipar-
tisan commission proposed by the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LLARSON)
to examine more broadly the cir-
cumstances giving rise to the current
financial crisis.

The Senate has clarified the sub-
poena power of the commission to
specify that at least one Republican-
appointed commissioner must approve
the issuance of any subpoena.

I would like to thank, once again, the
chairman of the full Judiciary Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS); the ranking member of
the full committee, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH); the ranking
member of the Crime Subcommittee,
Mr. GOHMERT; and other Members of
the committee, such as the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) as well as the
gentlelady from Illinois (Mrs.
BIGGERT), and our colleagues in the
other body for their help in making
this such a strong bipartisan bill.

I urge my colleagues to support the
bill and to send it to the President.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 386, the Fraud
Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009
improves current criminal and civil
fraud statutes to help the Federal Gov-
ernment bring predatory lenders and
unscrupulous financial institutions to
justice.

Judiciary Chairman CONYERS and
Ranking Member SMITH sponsored the
companion legislation in the House,
H.R. 1748, the Fight Fraud Act of 2009.
S. 386, as amended, merges these two
important pieces of legislation to-
gether to provide comprehensive and
effective solutions to combating mort-
gage fraud, securities fraud, and other
financial crimes.

The House passed this legislation in
early May with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support.
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The Senate has returned the bill to
us with one important change. Section
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